Chronology Item (9) 

Latter to Council, Fellows , 
fcLfe, Sustsdnlngand Subscribing 

ilemEers 


Dear 

Since yon are a of The Corcoran Gallery of 

Art, I am sure you will be really interested in reading the 
enclosed Brochure celebrating the 100th Anniversary. 

I know you will take pride in what has been accomplished 
financially, despite the inroads of inflation, and will un¬ 
derstand why the Gallery must seek support from new givers* 
For one hundred years it did not do so* 


Sincerely, 


1m. J. Flather, Jr. 
Chairman, 100th Anniversary 
Gift and Memfcership Fund 


XXXXXKXXXXX 
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METROPOLITAN 8-3211 


December, 1959 


Dear Member: 

Although you are a regular contributor to The Corcoran 
Gallery of Art in one of its membership categories, the 
following facts may not have come to your attention. 


SPONSORS 
Mrs. Dean G. Acheson 
Clarence a. Aspinwall 
Daniel W. Bell 
The Honorable Francis Biddle 
Dr. Montgomery Blair 
Mrs. Robert Woods Bliss 
Morris Cafritz 

The Honorable William R. Castle 

Mrs. G. Howland Chase 

The Honorable Hugh S. Cumming, Jr. 

The Honorable Charles S. Dewey 

Mrs. William Corcoran Eustis 

Waldron Faulkner 

Mrs. David e. Finley 

The Honorable J. Clifford Folger 

The Honorable George a. Garrett 

Mrs. James L. Houghteling 

The Honorable David b. Karrick 

Mrs. Rudolph max Kauffmann 

Samuel H. Kauffmann 

Mrs. Milton W. King 

Mrs. McCook Knox 

Mrs. William McChesney Martin. Jr. 

Mrs. Eugene Meyer 

Mrs. George Maurice Morris 

Mrs. Lewis R. morris 

Judge J. Edgar Murdock 

Charles F. R. ogilby 

Mrs. Andrew Parker 

Armistead Peter, 111 

Gustave Ring 

The Honorable L. Corrin Strong 

Benjamin W. Thoron 

Mrs. Henry K. Willard 

Richard H. Wilmer 

The Honorable Stanley Woodward 


The greater part of the membership contributions are 
used, at present, to pay for the services and cultural 
opportunities which make up the yearly program for 
members and the public. Since less than 10% of our 
membership contributions exceed $1^.00 per year, the 
entire program is barely self-supporting. 

Therefore, if any forward steps, as outlined in the 
enclosed 100th Anniversary Brochure, are to materialize, 
we must certainly add new members in the higher categories. 
To this end a sizeable group has been organized to solicit 
new memberships in all categories. 

In addition, I hope you will not object, as one already 
interested in the Gallery, if I ask you to consider an 
increase in your- annual contribution. 

If you can do so now, fine! If you can tell me th,at 
your next renewal will raise you to a higher category, 
that encouraging information will be most welcome. 

In any event, the Trustees and I very much appreciate 
your continued interest and hope that you like the 
Brochure and the plans set forth in it. 


Very sincerely, 





THE CORCORAN GALLERY OF ART 


ChronolcK'y Item (11) 


WASHINGTON. O. C. 


tetter to selected $10 & &1*> member* 


January, I960 


Dear 

Although you a regular contributor to The Corcoran Oallery of Art in one of 
its msdberefeip categorise, the following facta may not have come to your 
attention. 

The greater part of the manfeerahio contributions are ured, at present, to pay 
for the services and cultural onoortunities which make up the yearly program 
for members and the public. Since less than 10JK of our aenberahip contribu¬ 
tions exceed $1?.00 per year, the entire program is barely self-supporting. 

Therefore, if any forward steps, as outlined in the enclosed 100th Anniver¬ 
sary Brochure, are to materialize, we must certainly add new members in the 
higher categories. To this end a sizeable group has been organized to solicit 
those new member eh ips as well as the lesser ones. 

The Brochure shows on Page 20 the amounts determining each type of membership 
and I hope that you will not object, as one already interested in the Oallery, 
if I ask you to consider a possible increase in your annual contribution. 

The subscription card is enclosed for that purpose. Vihethor you choose to 
use it or not, the Trustees and I very much appreciate your continued interest 
and hope that you like the Brochure and the plans set forth in it. 


Very sincerely. 


Wm. J. Flather, Jr., Chairman 
100th Anniversary Gift and 
bribership Fund 


xxxxxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxxxxxxxxx 





THE CORCORAN GALLERY OF ART 


WASHINGTON. O. C. 


Chronology Item (11) 

tetter to selected $2$ members 


Dear 

I hope you will read the enclosed 100th Anniversary Brochure and approve 
the forward steps which we hone to take if increased membership funds become 
available to us. 

As one of our Contributing members, you may be interested to know t hat 90# 
of our present membership contributions average only £15 a year. 

The greater part of these contributions are used, at present, to pay for the 
services and cultural opportunities which make up the program for members 
and the public. Therefore, if any improvement or enlargement of our work is 
to materialise, we mast try to increase the level of contributions in all 
our categories. 

Naturally we are endeavoring to do this in the lesser categories, but I feel 
that you will not be offended if I ask you to consider a possible increase in 
your own present membership. The brochure shows on page 20 amounts determining 
each tyoe of membershio and a subscription card is enclosed for your use. 

Whether you choose to use it or not, the Trustees and X very much appreciate 
your continued interest and hope you like the Brochure and the plans set 
forth in it. 


Very sincerely yours. 


Wm. J. 1lather, Jr. 
Chairman, 100th Anniversary 
Gift & Membership Fund 



xxxxxxxxxxx 
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jflE CORCORAN GALLERY OF ART 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

Chronology Item (11) 

Latter to selected recent "Dropped" 

nedbera of the Association. 


Dear 

As yon were until very recently, a member of The Corco ran Gallery 
of Art, you may have been aware that the 100th Anniversary has 
seen the beginning of an active effort to increase our membership. 
The enclosed Brochure, which I ask you to read, shows the needs 
which we hope to meat by our larger raemb rship income. 

It ie nosaible that our shortcomings may have been the cause of 
your loss of interest. To lose a mentoer is regrettable and it is 
particularly so at this time when we believe that the G*A lery is 
entering a more active and useful second 100 years. 

I hope that you will stay with u® and give us the chance to make 
our plans come true. 


Sincerely, 


Wm. J. Flahter, Jr. 
Chairman, 100th Anniversary 
Gift and Membership Fund 


xxxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxxxxxxx 








MEMBERS 

12/31/58 

9/30/59 

12/31/59 

1/15/60 

Sustaining 

1100 

20 

29 

147 

67 

Subscribing 

$50 

7 

13 

2i* 

39 

Contributing 

$25 

126 

112 

ua 

157 








6/1/59 to 12/31/59 

570 dropped 

$8,035. 


200 * 

2,060. 


350 " 




$7,310. 


17 " 

425. 


3 

-228* 

.....ftBSx 




10/1 to 12/31 

196 dropped 

$6,740. 


160 H 

1,600. 


326 " 

..4«.3SP.jl 



$6,490. 


10 H 

2^2. 


$ 6 , 740 . 










$5,895 
1,070 


Drops after 1 year 6/1/59 to 12/31/59 

" average after 2 & 3 years 6/1/59 to 12/31/59 


Abnoraal drop (?) 


fa-825 

Total membership income 1959 


$29,997 

H *» H 1958 

$27,920 


Less abnormal drop 

4.825 

23.095 


$ 6,902 

Gain 



Membership income 1/1/60 - 1/15/60 

$4,593. 


'• » 1A/59 - 1/31/59 

2.187 


Gain 

2,406, 

Direct Gifts 


2,690 


$11,998 
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TH&CORCORAN GALLERY OF ART 

WASHINGTON. O. C. 


REPORT OF OPERATION OF CLARK KING AND COLLECTION OF OORCORAN GALLERY 
FOR YEAR 1959 AND STATEMENT OF PROJECTS PROPOSED FOR YEAR I960; ALSO 
COMPARISON OF COSTS OF OPERATION IN 1959 AND PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 1960 


mBBuaum 

In brief review, major progress during the past year has included: 

l>.Mpv&U£A.M£L iMMteMtAW 

The eleven new frames mentioned in our last report and ordered in 
connection with this peer's Benefit Exhibition in New York have enchanced greatly 
the appearance of the paintings. These cost $2,675. 

Gallery 74 was resurfaced end freshly painted. This nearly completes 
the renovation of the second floor galleries which commenced in 1956. Two galleries 
on the first floor, 44 and 45, were also resurfaced and repainted. In gallery 44 a 
special method for displaying the Old Master drawings was instituted. The foregoing 
was, for the most part, carried out by the Gallery's maintenance staff at a consider¬ 


able saving. The total cost 


$1,620.45. 


The program of the restoration of paintings in the Clark Collection 
has continued. The following fourteen paintings were treated: 

Annetta Care by Joshua Reynolds 
Boating by Jean Baptiste Camille Corot 
By Boudin 

Camping by Jean Baptiste Joseph Peter 
An Elderj. _ an Armchair by Renbrandt van Rijn 
s . k J|tinj Ii ^c e ae by Aert Van Der Near 
View of Rhenen bv Jan van Goven 

By Adolphe Monticelli 

2SBL2SfeP* e ,aO,ae.: i .eq^, i .olj-^c^ by Adolphe Monticelli 
By Adolphe Monticelli 
Anollo by Peter Paul Rubens 

Baccate “vita Taabourino by Jean Baptiste Camille Corot 
.dc, P.^s^vyj £ by Thomas Gainsborough 
■faai^le,..44n£R4!l9.9 By Andrea Di Vanni 

The cleaning and repair of the Beauvais tapestry coverings of the sofas 
and chairs in the Louis XVI Salon is about coapMed (only three more pieces of furni¬ 
ture remain to be sent out in I960). The Salon, incident ally, has been identified as 
from the former Hotel d'Orsay on the Rue de Vaeennes - it was previously thought to come 
from the Hotel of the Due de Broglie, Place Vend one (the Duke inherited the Hotel d'Orsay). 

Rowan K. LeCempte, specialist in stained glass, has undertaken the restor¬ 
ation of the stained glass window now identified as being from the Cathedral of solssons. 
Two panels have been cospleted end reinstalled, a third is being worked on currently. The 
total cost will come to approximately $2,000, of which $400 was expended in 1959. 
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The handbook, Masterpieces of The Corcoran Gallery of Art, has proved 
a most successful addition to the sales desk; approximately half of thepaintings in¬ 
cluded are in the V. A. Clark Collection* The cost of this publication was completely 
underwritten by The Vomen's Committee of The Corcoran Gallery of Art, thereby freeing 
$1,000 allocated in last year's Clark Budget Fund. 

The article on the 13th century stained glass window from Soisscns by 
Phillippe Verdier ( Bulletin of The Corcoran Gallery of Art . Vol. X, No. I) has received 
most favorable critical reviews. M. Louis Grodecki, European authority on stained glass, 
in Bulletin Monumental , tome CXVIX, 1959, pp. 77-78, commented enthusiastically on the 
publication. 

The result of Dr. Elisabeth Dhanens* work on the Clark drawing, formerly 
attributed to Bernard Van Orley, has been published in the Gaaette des Beaux-Arts , April, 
1959. Dr. Dhanens has proved that this work is by Jan van Broome and is a design for one 
of a series of ten tapestries dealing with the story of David and Bathsheba which are in 
the Cluny Museum in Paris. The drawing ia an extraordinarily rare and important document. 


FC&, 

The following eight needs should, if at all possible, be taken in hand in 1960s 

1. The most urgently needed work is the repair and repainting of the 
Clark stairway ceiling. This will be a major operation because of the ceiling's height. 

A recent windstorm has blown in me of the brass-framed lantern windows over the landing. 

The replacement will be costly. Moreover, the glass in these windows should be given a 
special surface coating to cut down the ultra violet rays of sunlight which are endanger¬ 
ing the tapestries hanging in this area. It is also planned to redecorate the long first 
floor corridor and to reinstall in it the lace collection in specially designed walnut ve¬ 
neer cases where it can be exhibited to great advantage. The finest large Isphahan rug will 
be transferred to gallery 44 where it can be displayed on a large "pedestal” with greater 
safety to the rug and pleasure to our visitors. The cost of the above is estimated at 
$3,850. 

2. Arresting the natural deterioration of the paintings is a continuing 
necessity. The cost of restoration of the paintings for 1980 is estimated at $2,350. 

3. vork already under way must be continued on the restoration and strength¬ 
ening of the Soisaons stained glass window by Rowan K. LeConpte. The cost for 1960 will 
amount to $1,600. 

4. The important collection of Persian rugs, many of which were profess¬ 
ionally treated at considerable expense in 1947 and subsequent years, are now once again 
in need of cleaning, and in some cases of lining and reinforcing where this was not done 
earlier. This will be a continuing drain on the Clark budget, otherwise we are advised 
that the rugs* very existence will be imperiled. Bach rug requires professional attention 
every 8 to 10 years. It is iterative therefore to draw up a plan for treatment of a few 
rugs every year on a rotating basis. The cost of this work is estimated at $1,500 annually 
beginning in 1960. 
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Two of the oriental ruga Boat urgently in need of attention have been 
sent to Karekin Bashir of Hew York for cleaning, lining and reinforcing at an estimated 
cost of $1,500. 

5. l e should also continue to repair or replace damaged and unsuitable 
picture frames. A minimum expenditure of $500 is recommended for I960. 

Sas&aPfli 

6. V e recommend that five upholstered beaches be purchased and placed 
throughout the Clark ling to serve the comfort of visitors to the Gallery. These would 
cost approximately $1,000. 

7. The manuscript prepared by Marvin Chauncey Ross on the Gobelin tapes* 
tries will be ready for publication in i960. The coat of printing a special Bulletin ia 
$ 1 , 000 . 


8. Because the work load on the Gallery staff is increasing considerably 
due to the Gallery's expanded activities, we need a more experienced curator to take 
charge of the collection than we have had in the past. This would mean in itself an in¬ 
crease of $2,100 in the budget for salaries in I960. 

The effect of these needs on the budget for 1960 is explained on page 4. 




mm. 


mjm 


The Clark Endowment Fund, as we have reported before, is invested in ac¬ 
cordance with sound current practices i 70% of the Fund has been placed in real estate 
notes and 30$ has been placed in good common stocks. 


The income from the Fund in 1959 exceeded our estimate by about $500. 
You will be pleased to note from the tabulation below that tie income from investment 
has increased by over $6,000 since 1950. Unfortunately, however, current income from 
the Fund is still about $1,000 below the income which we received for 1930, when sal¬ 
aries, Materials and services were a fraction of what they are now. 

The income from the Fund has varied as follows: 

1930 $22,925.00 

1950 14,651.73 

1959 21,500.00 (approximately) 

1960 21,700.00 (estimated) 

A tabulation of Clark Fund income from all sources received in 1959 and 
a forecast of anticipated income for 1960 is as follows: 
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V hen it cornea to the year ahead, i960, you will observe that we 
anticipate expenditures of approximately $49,475, and anticipate receipts of 
$38,200, This leaves a gap of approxinately $11,275 between receipts and an¬ 
ticipated expenditures. Ve very much doubt that we can count this year on any 
donation from The Voaen's Committee of The Corcoran Gallery of Art towards the 
expenses of the Clark Ving and Collection since there is no emergency of the sort 
that occurred last year when we were faced with a large expenditure for reframing 
and for publishing a guide to the collections in connection with the exhibition 
in New York, 

However, even if we do not carry out the improvements mentioned 
earlier in this report for which we are not already committed, namely items 1, 

5, 6, and 7, which total $8,350, our budget would be unbalanced to the extent 
of $4,925. 


Respectfully submitted. 


HVV /arf 


Hermann Varner villiams, Jr. 
Director 
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Income o er Expenses 


168 











453 




^ „ , CORCORAN GALLERY OF ART 

fu^Cei- -i T- >“ ffl EKCH E SilBi^ieHS - 

f THROUGH DECEMBER 31 1959 



Receipts 

Sale of Catalogues 

Rental Fees-other Museums 
Total Receipts 

o o 
o o 

. * 

o o 

CO H 

H 

*\ •» 

H CM 

Disbursments 

Crating 

298.28 

Communications 

179.36 

Freight or Transportation 

1*56.82 

Insurance 

1,355.93 

Instalation 

339.91 

Import or crt Duty 

329.96 

Labor Overtime 

107.00 

Photographs 

79.67 

Printing 

h 1x09.30 

Opening Refreshments 

292.96 

Travel 

123.82 

Total Expenses 

1*, 973.01 

Expense over Income 



3,1*90.00 


1,1*83.01 


January Income to Date 15,60 

Sale of Catalogues Columbus Museum 
Rental Fee » ti 

Total Receipts January 15,1960 


180.00 

770.00 




\ 


















January 15, 


I960 


To: Hermann Warner Williams, Jr. 
From: Jesse R. Barnet 


Subject: A Report of 100th Anniversary Fund effort 

June 1, 1959 through 
December 31, 1959 

B Report of 100th Anniversary Fund effort 

January 1, I960 through 
January 15, I960 


C Analysis of Drops from Membership Association 

June 1, 1959 through 
December 31, 1959 

D Comparison Membership Income, 1958 and 1959 



A. 100th Anniversary Fund effort - June 1, 1959 through December 31, 1959 
l) New Members : 


Category 

Number 

Amount 

Life 

1 

500 . 

Sustaining 

113 

1600. 

Subscribing 

6 

300 . 

Contributing 

30 

750. 

Annual Double 

229 

3435. 

Annual Single 

149 

1490. 

Total 

428 

$8075. 

Average: 

$18.86 



2) Present members who have raised category of membership 6/l/59-12/3l/59 


Category 

Number 

Increase 

To Life 

- 

- 

To Sustaining 

14 

1090 . 

To Subscribing 

8 

285. 

To Contributing 

11 

135. 

To Annual Double 

48 

240 . 

Total 

81 

$1750. 


3) Combined total New and Raised memberships 6/l/59-12/3l/59 


Category 

Number 

Amount 

Life 

1 

500 . 

Sustaining 

27 

2690 . 

Subscribing 

14 

585. 

Contributing 

41 

885. 

Annual Double 

277 

3675. 

Annual Single 

442 

1422. 

Total 

509 

$9825. 


4) Additional direct gifts to 100th Anniversary Fund: 

Number Amount 

2 $ 2000 . 

5) Total income attributable to 100th Anniversary effort, June 1, 1959 

through December 31, 1959. 

Nu mber Amount 

$11,825. 


511 




























B. 100th Anniversary Fund effort - January 1, I960 through January 15, I960. 


1) New Members: 



Category 

Number 


Amount 


Life 

— 


— 


Sustaining 

18 


$2000. 


Subscribing 

13 


650. 


Contributing 

10 


250 . 


Annual Double 

18 


290 . 


Annual Single 

12 


125 . 


Total 

71 


$ 3315 . 


Average: 

IU6.69 



2) 

Present members who have raised category of membership l/l/60 - 1/15/60. 


Category 

Number 


Amount 


To Sustaining 

2 


$ 165. 


To Subscribing 

2 


65. 


To Contributing 

6 


80. 


To Annual Double 

10 


70. 


Total 

20 


$ 380. 

3) 

Combined New and Raised memberships, l/l/60 ■ 

- 1/15/60. 


Category 

Number 


Amount 


Sustaining 

20 


$2165. 


Subscribing 

15 


715. 


Contributing 

16 


330. 


Annual Double 

28 


360. 


Annual Single 

12 


125. 


Total 

91 


$3695. 

h) 

Additional direct gifts to 100th Anniversary Fund 

- 1/1/60-1/15/60. 



Number 


Amount 



7 


$ 690. 

5) 

Total income attributable to 100th Annivers =ry Fund effort - 


January 1, 

I960 - January 15, 

I960. 



Number 


Amount 



~w~ 



Summary - A & B - Total income, 100th Anniversary 

Fund, 

June 1,1959 - 





January 15, I960. 


New members 

h99 


$11390. 


Raised members 101 


2130. 


Direct gifts 

9 


2690. 



609 


$16210. 






























C. Analysis of ''Drops” from Membership Association, June 1, 1959 through 

December 31, 1959* 



After 1 year 

2 years 

3 years or more 

Totals 

Annual Single 

||£/$1180 

U2/rii20 

U6/|l|.6o 

<5^/12060 

Annual Double 

291M36S 

33/&U95 

26/£390 

35045250 

Contributing 

10/1250 

54125 

2450 

174U25 

Subscribing 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sustaining 

l/fl00 

- 

24200 

34300 

Totals 

1i2045895 

80/S10U0 

76/11100 

576/18035 


Of the total "Drops" in these months: 


12,9% were members 
13.8$ were members 
13-3$ were members 


for only one year 

for two years 

for three years or more 












D* (1) Comparison - total monthly Membership income, 1958 and 1959." 


Month 

1958 

1959 

1959 gain or loss 

January 

$1995. 

$2187 

/ $192. 

February 

1200 . 

1815. 

4 615. 

March 

1285. 

1070 . 

- 215. 

April 

835. 

1120 . 

/ 285. 

May 

620 . 

157. 

- 163 . 

June 

915. 

7l*5. 

- 170 . 

July 

335. 

302. 

- 33. 

August 

1685. 

261*5. 

/ 960. 

September 

8715. 

5317. 

- 3391. 

October 

6130. 

61*17. 

4 287. 

November 

2ia5. 

3325. 

4 910 . 

December 

1790. 

1*597. 

4 2807. 

Totals 

$27920. 

$29997. 

/ $2077. 


-x Exclusive of non-membership direct gifts to 100th Anniversary 

Fund. 


0. (2) Comparison - Membership income, full month of January, 1959 and first 

fifteen days of January, I960. 

Month of January January 1 - 

_ 1959 _ January 15,1960 


$2187 


$1*593 
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HERMANN WARNER WILLIAMS. JR. 
DIRECTOR AND SECRETARY 


METROPOLITAN 8 -3211 


January 25, 1960 


The Board of Trustees 
The Corcoran Gallery of Art 
Washington 6, D.C. 

Gentlemen: 

The Committee on Works of Art and the Art School begs to submit the following 
report covering the period October 1st through December 31st, 1959. The second 
part, the Registrars Report, covers routine business. 

PURCHASE OF WORKS OF ART 

Your Committee reports the purchase of the following works of art 
acquired from the 14th Annual Area Exhibition Purchase Fund: 


Arthur Hall Smith, Auroras of Autumn , oil, $400 


Richard Dempsey, Lands End , oil, $250 
Alexander Giampetro, Stoneware Fruit Bowl , $20 


Mary S. Multhauf, Stoneware Bowl , $5 


Edward Hainke, Jr., Cosmo (serigraph), $50 


Herman Maril, Low Tide , oil, $200 plus the Gallery*s 
painting The Dunes by Maril 


Your Committee recommends the purchase of the watercolor, Samoan Girl 
in a Canoe by John LaFarge, from the Childs Gallery, Boston, for $650. 














PAGE TWO 


OFFERS OF GIFTS ; 

Your Committee recommends the acceptance of the following offers of unrestricted gifts: 

From Mrs. Robert Henry Dunlap the painting Isaac Thom attributed to , 
Chester Harding (possibly by James Frothingham) (valued at $250). ' 

From Mr. Arthur Nash the painting I. Snydervelt by H. Serin (valued 
at $1,000) and Portrait of an Old Woman by an unidentified 16th century Dutch artist 
(valued at $500). 

From Mr. and Mrs. Lansdell K. Chrisiie the paintings Election Scene, 
Catonsville, Baltimore County by Alfred J. Miller (valued at $2,200) and T he Buffalo 
Trail by Albert Bierstadt (valued at $7,500). 

From Mr. Paul Renney, Jr. the watercolor Brooding House by PauJ Renney 
(valued at c.$300). 

Mr. Francis Biddle was unable to find another donor to join him in 
effecting the purchase of a German period watercolor by George Grosz. 

BEQUEST OF WORK OF ART 

The Gallery has received, from the Breckinridge Long Estate as a loan 
pending settlement of the Estate, the painting The Trial of Major Andre , questionably 
attributed to John Trumbull. It appears that two years may elapse before the Estate 
may be finally distributed. 

POSSIBLE FUTURE GIFTS 

The Gallery has been notified by a special committee of the Arts Fund, 
Inc., New York, appointed to distribute the paintings of the late Robert Kaufmann, that 
it is included among the institutions chosen to receive examples of his work. The 

staff has made a preliminary selection. 
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POSSIBLE FUTURE GIFTS (continued) 

Mr. Joel Barlow has expressed his intention of giving to the Gallery 
at some future date a number of important American paintings in his collection. 

LOAN TO GALLERY 

The Gallery has received from Mr. John M. Clise a long-term loan of 
the painting Inner Eye Falcon by Morris Graves. 

SALE OF SURPLUS DRAWINGS BY JOHN SINGER SARGENT 

Your Committee recommends the sale of fifty drawings by John Singer 
Sargent, previously examined by your Committee and set aside as surplus to the Gal¬ 
lery’s needs, to the firm of Hirschl and Adler Galleries, Incoporated, for the sum 
of $1,000, to be credited to the Reserve for the Purchase of Works of Art Fund. 

SALES OF WORKS OF ART 

From the 14th Annual Area Exhibition (November 20 - December 20, 1959) 
63 items by 59 different artists were sold, amounting to $4,172.95. Of this sum, 

$925 was paid by the Gallery for additions to its collection. Four works were pur¬ 
chased directly from the artists, amounting to an additional $1,074, and bringing 
the total to $5,246.95. Last year’s total was $1,508. 

FUTURE SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS 

Your Committee has approved the following future exhibitions: 
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FUTURE SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS (continued) 

1960/1961: The New Spaniards (organized by the Museum of Modern Art) 

October 18 - November 14 

27th Biennial Exhibition 

January - February 

Farberge (from the Collection of Lansdell K. Christie) 

March 10 - April 9 

Four Washington Artists (William Cal fee, Alexander Giampetro, 

May 23 - September Herman Maril and Jozef Pielage) 

1961/1962 Contemporary Norwegian Art 

October 5 - November 5 

Area Show 

January 5 - February 7 

Hans Hoffman or Wilhem de Kooning 
March 4 - April 

Morgan Russell (retrospective) 

April - May 

PUBLICATIONS 

During the quarter the following purlications were issued: 

Fifteen Painters From Paris , 24 pages (separate cover), 36 illus¬ 
trations (6 in color). This was published in two editions (of 2,000 and 1,100) at 
a total cost of $2,187.35. 500 copies were reserved for the Gallery, of which 330 

were sold; 2,600 have been purchased by the five collaborating institutions. 14th 
Annual Area Exhibition , Bulletin , Vol. XI, No.l., 20 pages (separate cover), 5 il¬ 
lustrations, in an edition of 4,550, at a cost of $919. 

It should be noted that no Vol. X, No.4 was published during the last 

Gallery season. 

Negotiations with The Viking Press for the publication of The American 

Muse are proceeding satisfactorily. We trust that the contract will be signed im¬ 
minently. 
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REINSTALLATION 

Your Committee has approved the Director*s proposal to hold 
future special exhibitions on the second floor in the galleries along 17th 
Street, in gallery 57 and on the balcony, rather than on the first floor. It 
also approves the installation of the Gallery*s American paintings in the series 
of second floor galleries along E Street and the more recent works on the first 
floor in galleries 30, 42 and the atrium. 

APPROVAL OF NEW POLICY ON BIENNIAL EXHIBITIONS 

Your Committee has approved the jurors for the 27th Biennial Ex¬ 
hibition and changes in the procedure of organizing the exhibition as detailed in 
Appendix A attached. 


REPRODUCTIONS 

4,000 prints of the Gallery*s Abraham Lincoln by George Peter Alex¬ 
ander Healy have been made available gratis to the Fine Arts Committee of the People 
to People Program. These will be distributed by the United States Information Agency 
offices throughout the world to schools and organizations interested in receiving 
copies. 

Your Committee has approved the making of a ’’replica” of Sir Moses 
Ezekiel*s small bronze bust of General Robert E, Lee by Alva Museum Replicas, Incor¬ 
porated for sale at the Sales Desk. 


CONSERVATION 

Neshan Hintlian continues his work on the tapestry-covered French 
furniture in the Clark Collection. It is hoped that the last three pieces of the 
group will be sent out during the early winter. 
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CONSERVATION (continued) 

Rowan K. LeCompte has completed the restorative work on the first 
two panels of the Soissons stained glass window of theClark Collection and has 
reinstalled them in position. He has removed the next two of the seven remaining 
panels for repair and reinforcement. 

Harvey Moore has completed the repairs on two Frederick Remington 
bronzes, Off the Range and Mountain Man « The Gallery awaits the replacement of 
the nissing rifle on Mountain Man from the Roman Bronze Works, Incorporated, Corona, 

New York, before installing the two pieces under glass in the galleries. 

The program of conserving the priceless oriental rugs in the Clark 
Collection has been undertaken by Karekin Beshir in New York. Two of the more 
fragile Isphahan rugs are now being reinforced, lined and cleaned as a beginning 
in this long-term project. 

Russell Quandt, in connection with his routine work, has discovered 
that the Idyllic and Pastoral by Boucher in the Clark Collection is in fact one of 
a series known as The Bird Catchers . The title is being changed in our records. 

THEFT AND VANDALISM 

Your Committee regrets to report that during the 14th Annual Area 
Show a small sculpture. Torso by Yetta Riesel, was stolen. The Police Department 
is working on die problem. 

Over the weekend of December 6th there occurred what seems to have 
been an attempted theft of Rembrandt*s Man with a Scroll from gallery 76. Efforts 
were made with a sharp instrument to cut the painting from the frame, but, as the 
portrait was painted on a wooden panel, the theft was thwarted. The damage, was fort¬ 
unately slight and easily repaired. The Police and Insurance Agents were notified and 
restoration has been undertaken by Russell Quandt. 
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CLAIMS AGAINST OUR FINE ARTS INSURANCE 

"Work has proceeded on the paintings and frames previously reported 
as having been damaged while lent to the Museum of New Mexico, Santa Fe. 

The frame of Renouf, The Helping Hand , was injured in transit when 
loaned to the City Art Museum, Los Angeles. It has been estimated that the cost of 
repair will be $200. An insurance claim has been filed. 

Through a freak accident in the basement when children in the Saturday 
morning classes tried to force a blocked off door into the Painting Storeroom, the 
frame of Burnier*s Cattle on the Seashore suffered considerable damage. Cost of re¬ 
pair is estimated at $125. An insurance claim has been filed. 

REPORT OF PROGRESS ON DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS WORKS OF ART 

On the works approved for disposal at the October Board Meeting the 
following progress has been made: 

1. The State Department has collected the four paintings and decor¬ 
ative items and has paid $1,000 for them which has been credited to the Reserve for 
the Purchase of Works of Art Fund. 

2. The National Collection of Fine Arts has decided to buy but two 
miniatures at $30 each, which they have on approval, namely, Joseph Enderlin and 
Mrs, George Willig by Luise Walther. 

3. The items to be sold at Sloans have been listed, but have not 
been delivered for sale. 

4. Some prints have been sent to the Swann Auction Gallery, New York, 
as consignments for auction. 
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REPORT OF PROGRESS ON DISPOSAL OP SURPLUS WORKS OF ART (continued) 

5. Victor Spark has examined the entire lot of paintings and 
has made appraisals on both a cash and consignment basis. 

6. Norman Hirschl of Hirschl and Adler Galleries, Incorporated, has 
also submitted an appraisal of the individual paintings. 

7. On the basis of the foregoing appraisals, Your Committee recom¬ 
mends that paintings valued at $25.00 or less on a cash basis be added to those al¬ 
ready approved to be sold at auction by Sloans (See List A attached hereto); that 
others be consigned by Victor Spark for sale at the prices listed (see List B at¬ 
tached hereto); and that other works be consigned to Hirschl and Adler Galleries, 
Incorporated, for sale at the prices listed (see List C attached hereto). 

8. The Corot The Ford has been shipped to Hirschl and Adler Galleries, 
Incorporated, for their examination as to authenticity - and a contingent offer of 
cash or consignment. 

PERSONNEL 

Mrs. Murray N. Shelton resigned her post as Registrar of the Gallery 
at the end of December. 

Miss Mary Hoffman, Membership Secretary since May, 1959, was trans¬ 
ferred from that position to Registrar. 

Miss Abigail Booth, formerly Secretary to the Administrator of the 
National Gallery of Art, has been appointed Membership Secretary. 


ATTENDANCE 

Attendance clocked at the door for October, November and December was 
37,840 as compared to 49,633 during the same period in 1958. 
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REGISTRATION IN THE ART SCHOOL 

Enrollment figures to date show 301 students as compared to 314 in December, 1958. 

1959 1958 


Regular Students 

200 

203 

George Washington University Students 

69 

68 

G. I. Students 

32 

43 

Totals 

301 

314 


The Saturday morning class enrollment has reached 435, as compared 
with 420 at this same time in 1958. 

In addition to the Young People*s Saturday Morning Class, an additional 
course has been provided for the parents or guardians. There are ten people attending 
under the instruction of Mr. Charles Forsythe, Assistant Principal. 

Respectfully submitted, 

0 £ 7 ^ 1 "‘ ' , D. E. F. 


0. W. 















PROPOSAL FOR CHANGING THE SELECTION PROCEDURE FOR THE BIENNIAL 


Present organization of the Biennial : 

The Biennial in the past has been made up of two sections, the invited 
section and the juried section. 

The invited section has consisted of some l£0 paintings selected by the 
Director in the course of about three weeks devoted to visiting dealers in New 
York and Washington. 

The juried section has consisted of some %0 - 75 works selected from among 
1600 or so works sent by artists to the Gallery. 

In addition to selecting works for the juried section, the jury awards the 
Clark prizes. 

Drawbacks of this system; 

1) Load on the jury 

As the number of amateur artists in the country and the general level 
of prosperity increase, the number of entries submitted for the juried section 
is becoming enormous while the quality is getting lower. This imposes a 
great strain on the jurors - mostly busy men who can only devote one or two 
days to the job. Too much work is involved for the small resulting accomplishment. 

2) Load on the Gallery^ staff 

Most of the 1600 or so works that are submitted arrive in crates. They 
have to be uncrated, prepared to be presented to the jury, and 97 % of them have 
to be returned to the artists immediately (that is the usual proportion of 
rejects). This task occupies most of the maintenance staff for most of 
about two months. 

3) Load on the artists 



Each artist submitting spends on the average $20 to submit his entries to 
the juried section of the exhibition. The total expenditure in the country 
amounts to some $30,000. 


MPetuDn ~ A 










lj.) Space problem and, fire hazard 

The entries and their crates have been stored in the basement, 
mostly in the "Red Cross" area. Now that the "Red Cross 1 *' area is being 
used for children's classes, it is becoming increasing difficult to use 
that area to store paintings. In addition, the mass of crates and 
packing material accumulated in the basement represent a fire hazard. 

Proposed changes : 

It is proposed that the selection for the invited section be carried out 
as in the past. In this way the selection of some of the more prominent 
artists in the country will be assured. 

The selection of the *juried" section, however, will be done differently. 
Instead of submitting two paintings each, entrants will be asked to submit 15 ) to 
four color transparencies of their works (35mm.). They will also indicate the 
size of the paintings, the medium, etc. Modern color photography is sufficiently 
accurate to ensure satisfactory results. The selection, instead of being made 
by the jurors (who will thus be spared a thankless task), will be made by the 
Director. The artists whose transparencies are accepted will be invited to 
exhibit their paintings. In this way some of the younger and less well-known 
artists, who are not represented by New Xork and Washington dealers, will still 
have a chance of being represented in the exhibition - at a :minimum cost to all 
concerned. 

The Gallery will assume all costs of transportation for the works accepted 
in the juried section. 

The role of the jury will be limited to the awarding of prizes to the 
most meritorious works in both sections. They will, of course, judge the 
paintings themselves and not the transparencies. 
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Advantages : 

1) The task of the jury will be transformed from what was essentially 
a test of endurance to the making of artistic decisions. 

2) The maintenance staff will have to uncrate and recrate about 5>0 
instead of 1600 paintings. 

3) The cost to the average entrant -will be reduced from $20 to $3. 

10 The space needed for storage will be reduced in the same proportion, 
and the fire hazard will be practically nil. 




PAINTINGS RKC(MJ€M)ED FOR DISPOSAL THROUGH C. G. SLOAN & CO., INC., WASHINGTON* 


Alexander, John W. 
Critchar, Catharine Carter 
Herring, E. W. 

Lambkin, Janes R. 

Cooler, Henry- 
Porter, Benjamin Curtis 
Thorne, William 
Walden, Lionel 


A Meadow Flower 

Light Lightning 
W illiam D. McKlpack, Esq . 

John Cooper 

Dawn of our Flag 

‘fra. John Elliott (“laud Howe ) 

The Terrace 

Fishing by Torch Light. Honolulu 


'-is t // 
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January 12, I960 

PAINTINGS RGCOMMaiDSD FOR CONSIGNMENT TO VICTOR D. SPARK, N.Y. 

ON CONSIGNM ENT TO NET LISTED PRICES LE& 20* COMMISSION, OR FOR EXCHANGE AT 
THE LISTED PRICES* 


Chase, William Merritt 

Pewter Pitcher with Grapes 

$500. 

Frothingham, James 

Mrs. John Pedriok HI 

350. 

Gifford, Sanford R* 

The Catskills from the Hudson 

250. 

Hale, Lilian Westcott 

Eleanor 

750. 

Healy, George Peter Alexander Portrait of Robert M* Me Lane 


Sargent, John 

Portrait of Daniel J. Nolan 

3,000. 

Simpson, William R* 

Robert W* Colfax 

300. 


Sully, Thomas 
Sully, Thomas 
Tar ball, Edmund 
lifer, Walter 

W?.' L 7 * dd * r « ^ 

Vonnoh, Robert W. 


Portrait of Fanny Yates Levy 1,000* 


Portrait ojg Mrs* Wm* Howland Robertsonl ,OOP* 


Josephine Knitting 1,200* 
Sleep 1,000. 
The Eagle Hunter 1$0. 
French Cathedral town UOO* 



u s~r 






















PAINTINGS RECOMMENDKD FOR CONSIQNMkST TO HIESCHL & ADLER 
GALLERIES, INC., NEW YORK, ON CONSIGNMENT TO NET LISTED PRICKS LESS 25% C(MISSION, 
OR FOR EXCHANGE AT THE LISTED PRICES* 


Hosier, Henry 



Waugh, Frederick 
Unidentified artist 
Unidentified artist 


Saying Grace 

fonhegan 

John Paul Jones 

Portrait of a Naval Officer 

(Stephen DecaVurT 
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HERMANN WARNER WILLIAMS, JR. 

DIRECTOR AND SECRETARY 


METROPOLITAN 8-3211 


January 25, 1960 


The Board of Trustees . . J 
The Corcoran Gallery of Art 

Washington 6, D.C. 

Gentlemens 

The Committee on the Building and Grounds begs to submit the following 
report covering the period October 1st through December 31st, 1959s 

The special exhibition program put the usual heavy load 
on our maintenance force of which the following must be mentioneds con« 

structing special crates for the circulation to other museums of the ex« 
hibition 15 Painters from Paris ; installing masonite panels in the south 
atrium and gallery 42 thereby increasing the wall space of this area by 
100%J handling the numerous time»consuming projects in connection with 
the 14th Annual Area Exhibition s adapting old crates for the circulation 

of selected paintings from this exhibition and constructing 49 frames for 
the exhibition Our Militia, 1765-1865 . 

The Gallery*s steam station was completely overhauled by 
the General Services Administration which also installed a new lJ M pressure 






valve system as previously recommended. The bill for these services 
has not been received as yet. 

Installation of the new steam<*heated aluminum and plate 
glass vestibule in the main entrance was completed by the Joseph F, 

Parkhill Construction Company according to plans submitted by Faulkner, 

Kingsbury and Stenhouse. The cost of this installation, exclusive of 
the architects'* fee is $6,391. 

The old partitions around the sales desk area were re« 
moved and replaced with walnut veneer with built»in storage cabinets. 

This refurbishing, including frame lights for reproductions and a new 
wall clock will come to an anticipated $720. 

A leaded window from the lantern of the Clark stair case 
was blown in during a storm. No one was injured. Various glass companies 

have been asked for bids on making a new window. A claim for compensation 

under our insurance has been made. 

Mr. D^vid E. Finley explored the possibilities of having the 
National Capital Park Service take over the maintenance of our grounds. Be*-* 

cause the Park Service can perform such work only for other government agencies, 
the inquiry could not be approved. 

After a meeting with Mr. R. L. Feller, a Mellon Institute 
Fellow, the Gallery was advised that current research is developing films 

capable of filtering out harmful ultraviolet and infra«red radiations from 
sunlight. The American Glass Tinting Corporation of Houston is manufacturing 
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such products, Mr, Feller indicates, however, that research has not 
advanced sufficiently to warrant specific recommendations. 


Respectfully submitted, 



R. V, F, 







This page was intentionally removed due to a research restriction on all Corcoran 
Gallery of Art Development and Membership records. 


Please contact the Public Services and Instruction Librarian with any questions. 
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Membership activities for the period included: 


1 Sunday Free Concert - open to the public 
3 Film showings - each with 2 presentations 
1 Lecture 
1 Concert 

Openings - Fifteen Painters from Paris 
llith Annual Area Exhibition 


The Membership Office mailed during the quarter: 


2268 November Calendars of Events 
2229 Invitations to opening of Area Show 
1275 Area Show catalogues, December Calendars of Events, 
Announcements of Francois Concert 

260 December Calendars of Events, Announcements of Francois Concert 
190? January Calendars of Events, Invitations to Halpert Exhibition 
338 January Calendars of Events 


Respectfully submitted. 



Membership Secretary 



